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1. MSG 001 IND 2026 0324 AT EN 01-07-2026 AT NOTIF

2. Austria

3A. Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft, Energie und Tourismus
Abteilung II/8
A-1010 Wien, Stubenring 1
Telefon +43-1/71100-805436
E-Mail: not9834@bmwet.gv.at

3B. Bundesministerium für Land- und Forstwirtschaft, Klima- und Umweltschutz, Regionen und
Wasserwirtschaft
Abteilung I 1
A-1010 Wien, Stubenring 1
Telefon +43-1/71100-602144
E-Mail: Notifikationen2@bmluk.gv.at

4. 2026/0324/AT - C00A - AGRICULTURE, FISHING AND FOODSTUFFS

5. AMA Quality Seal Guideline – Flowers and Ornamental Plants – Amendment



6. Primary products

7. 
 

8. The AMA Quality Seal Guideline for Flowers and Ornamental Plants is amended as follows:
• The EC value is included as a further parameter for assessing the supply of nutrients to plants.
• Unless the product explicitly states that the potted herbs are not suitable for human consumption, the limit
values for plant protection products applicable to foodstuffs must be observed in the case of potted herbs. If
the product is sold to consumers and is intended for human consumption, the statutory maximum levels for
foodstuffs must be complied with at the point of sale.

9. The AMA quality seal guidelines are used for the production and labelling of high-quality, i.e. above the
statutory standard, agricultural products and products made from them. The amendment to the guideline is
intended to ensure that the quality of products bearing the AMA Quality Seal is maintained and further
improved.

Grounds for amending the AMA Quality Seal Guideline for Flowers and Ornamental Plants:
• As potted herbs are purchased for consumption, they are regarded as foodstuffs for the purposes of this
guideline; consequently, the maximum level for residues must be complied with for foodstuffs in the case of
plant protection products. This ensures that consumers receive safe foodstuffs.
• The EC value is frequently used in practice and should therefore be recognised as an additional
parameter.

9a. The AMA Quality Seal Guideline for Flowers and Ornamental Plants sets out the requirements for
production and thus defines the quality characteristics of the products. Compliance with the requirements is
monitored by
• Self-monitoring by manufacturers and licence holders,
• accredited control bodies and
• System controls by AMA Marketing as the operator of the quality seal system.
By establishing production standards that go beyond the statutory requirements and by monitoring
compliance with these standards, it is ensured that the products meet the quality standards required and
those expected by consumers.
Products produced in accordance with the AMA Quality Seal Guideline for Flowers and Ornamental Plants
are labelled with the AMA Quality Seal, so that consumers can easily recognise products produced in
accordance with the AMA Quality Seal Guideline for Flowers and Ornamental Plants.

9b. The AMA Quality Seal Guidelines are open to producers from all Member States and all producers may
participate in the AMA Quality Seal System. The notified draft therefore does not lead to any restriction on
the internal market.
The existing statutory provisions are not sufficient to meet the demand from producers and consumers for
high-quality products, as they offer solely a basic standard of quality. On the one hand, products with higher
quality are sought after by consumers and the Quality Seal system satisfies this demand. On the other hand,
higher quality products also enable a higher price and contribute to a higher income for producers.



It is a voluntary system; participation in the AMA Quality Seal is not mandatory.

9c. There is no excessive burden. Participation in the AMA Quality Seal is voluntary. Inspections are carried
out on a risk-based basis, usually once a year.

10. Reference to the basic texts: Basic texts have been forwarded under a previous notification: 
2019/0466/A
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12. 
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16. 
TBT aspects: No  

SPS aspects: No 
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