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5. Ministerial decree laying down the technical requirements for cargo ships with a gross tonnage of less
than 500

6. technical regulations for cargo ships with a gross tonnage of less than 500



7.

8. The draft ministerial decree lays down the technical safety requirements for Belgian cargo ships with a
gross tonnage of less than 500 that fall within the scope of the non-SOLAS framework. The decree makes
the recommendations of IACS Recommendation No. 99 largely mandatory and supplements these with
provisions from international instruments such as the SOLAS Convention, the LSA Code and IMO
guidelines. The technical requirements cover, inter alia, watertightness, stability, fire safety, life-saving
appliances, radio installations, navigation equipment, emergency facilities and general ship safety. The draft
aims to create a uniform, modern and internationally harmonised safety framework for this category of ships
flying the Belgian flag.

9. This draft ministerial decree has been drawn up to implement Articles 2.2.3.9 and 2.2.3.10 of the Belgian
Shipping Code and Article 2, § 2, of the Royal Decree of 5 September 2023 establishing the legal framework
for non-SOLAS ships. The decree aims to establish a coherent technical regulatory framework for Belgian
cargo ships with a gross tonnage of less than 500, a category of ships that is not subject to the full safety
requirements of the SOLAS Convention. The draft is mainly based on the internationally recognised
recommendations of IACS Recommendation No. 99 and supplements it with provisions from international
instruments such as the SOLAS Convention, the LSA Code and relevant IMO guidelines. This will introduce
uniform safety standards regarding, among other things, construction, stability, fire safety, life-saving
appliances, radio equipment, navigation and emergency facilities.

9a. The measure is appropriate in order to achieve the intended objective because it establishes a clear,
comprehensive and legally enforceable technical framework for a category of ships for which there is no
binding and uniform safety regime at international level. By making the recommendations of IACS 99
mandatory and supplementing them, where necessary, with internationally recognised safety requirements,
a high and consistent level of safety is ensured for Belgian cargo ships of less than 500 GT. The technical
regulations relate directly to identified risks concerning ship safety, fire-fighting, stability, evacuation,
communications and emergency situations. The measure also contributes to uniform application of the safety
regulations by the Maritime Inspectorate and the recognised classification societies.

9b. This measure is necessary because there is currently no comprehensive and harmonised technical
safety framework for Belgian cargo ships with a gross tonnage of less than 500 that is tailored to their
specific characteristics. Without this regulation, important safety aspects would continue to depend on a
variety of standards, practices or individual assessments, which could lead to legal uncertainty and
differences in safety levels. The draft is limited to the requirements necessary to ensure an appropriate level
of maritime safety and is as close as possible to existing international standards and recommendations. Less
restrictive measures could not sufficiently ensure the desired harmonisation, legal certainty and uniform
enforcement. The draft also provides for equivalent solutions, alternative designs and exemptions, thereby
ensuring that the regulation remains proportionate as regards the objectives it seeks to achieve.

9c. The measure does not impose an excessive burden in relation to the pursued objective of maritime
safety. The draft is based on internationally recognised standards and recommendations that are already
widely applied within the maritime sector. For a large proportion of the ships concerned, the technical
requirements imposed are in line with existing good practices, classification rules and international safety



standards. The requirements are limited to what is necessary to ensure an appropriate level of safety for
cargo ships that do not fall within the full scope of the SOLAS Convention. In addition, the draft provides for
possibilities for exemptions, exceptions, equivalent measures and alternative designs, thereby allowing the
technical characteristics of individual ships to be taken into account and ensuring that innovative solutions
remain possible. The expected administrative and technical burdens are, therefore, proportionate to the
objectives of safeguarding human life at sea, protecting the marine environment and promoting the uniform
application of safety standards for Belgian cargo ships with a gross tonnage of less than 500.
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