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on children's access to social media
From the Minister of Education and Children.

Article 1
Purpose and scope.

The purpose of this Act is to enhance the protection of children in the digital environment by reducing
potentially harmful effects of premature social media use on their well-being, development and safety, and
to support the roles and responsibilities of parents and guardians.

This Act applies solely to the duties of parents and other guardians concerning children's access to
social media. This Act shall not impose obligations on providers of electronic services constituting social
media under this Act, whether they are established in Iceland or abroad.

Article 2
Social media.

For the purposes of this Act, social media means an electronic service that enables users to:

a. establish their own user account;

b. store and disseminate to the public content that they have created or uploaded, such as text, images,
audio recordings or video clips, without the publication of such content being subject to the service's
editorial responsibility; and

c. find, connect and communicate with other users, follow and respond to other users' content, or have
content delivered to them, in particular on a personalised basis.

An electronic service shall not be considered social media for the purposes of this Act where its primary
function is any of the following:

a. computer games and gameplay;

b. regular dissemination to the public of news and news-related content under the editorial responsibility
of a media service provider pursuant to the Media Act;

c. electronic commerce in goods or services;

d. educational, learning or teaching systems used by compulsory and upper secondary schools;

e. communications within closed groups in connection with organised school, sports, leisure or
recreational activities; or

f. services intended exclusively for the exchange of private messages between specified individuals or
groups.

Article 3
Age limit for children's access to social media.

A child shall not be permitted independent access to social media before the calendar year in which the
child turns 15.

Parents and legal guardians shall ensure that children comply with the first paragraph and observe the
age limit by preventing them from having independent access to social media.

The obligation laid down in the first and second paragraph shall not impose, either directly or indirectly,
any obligations on providers of electronic services constituting social media pursuant to Article 2, including
obligations to verify users' ages, deny users access, monitor use, or take other technical or operational
measures.

Article 4
Education and prevention.
The Minister shall, where appropriate, in cooperation with the ministers responsible for media, health
and electronic communications, promote regular education to children, parents and guardians on the



responsible use of social media and the effects of such use on children's health, development and well-
being. Such education shall, inter alia, be provided in primary and lower-secondary schools.

Article 5
Entry into force.
This Act shall enter into force immediately.

Article 6
Amendment to Act No. 90/2018 on Data Protection and the Processing of Personal Data.
In the first and second sentences of the fifth paragraph of Article 10 of the Act, the words ‘13 years of
age’ shall be replaced by ‘15 years of age’.

Transitional provision.
This Act shall be reviewed when harmonised rules on age limits or the age verification of children using
social media enter into force within the European Economic Area.
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