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1. MSG 001 IND 2025 0224 AT EN 02-05-2025 AT NOTIF

2. Austria

3A. Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft, Energie und Tourismus
Abteilung II/8
A-1010 Wien, Stubenring 1
Telefon +43-1/71100-805433
E-Mail: not9834@bmwet.gv.at

3B. Amt der Vorarlberger Landesregierung
Abteilung Europaangelegenheiten (PrsE)
A-6901 Bregenz, Landhaus
Telefon +43-5574/511-20305
E-Mail: land@vorarlberg.at

4. 2025/0224/AT - S40E - Organic fertilisers, purification sludge

5. Act amending the Soil Quality Protection Act and the Sewerage Act – collective amendment



6. Sewage sludge, sewage sludge compost and cesspit contents (collected waste water)

7. 
 

8. The government bill contains rules on the protection of soil quality. According to the legislation currently in
force, it is illegal to apply sewage sludge and cesspit contents (collected waste water) to soil in the province
of Vorarlberg, with a few exceptions, such as sewage sludge compost. The government bill now aims to
prohibit the application of sewage sludge compost as well. Sewage sludge that has previously been
composted and applied to soil in Vorarlberg for fertilisation purposes will therefore now have to be disposed
of by other means (such as by incineration).

There are still some minor exceptions to the prohibition on the application of sewage sludge and cesspit
contents; the government bill will further reduce these exceptions. 

The envisaged legislation complies with Directive 86/278/EEC on the protection of the environment, and in
particular of the soil, when sewage sludge is used in agriculture. 

9. Sewage sludge compost has been continuously tested for pollutants in recent years, whereby the range of
parameters examined has been constantly adapted to new findings on environmental pollutants. The
investigations revealed exposure to pollutants such as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), heavy
metals, microplastics, pathogenic germs and pharmaceutical residues. The prohibition on the application of
sewage sludge compost to soil is intended to prevent further soil pollution in Vorarlberg.

Moreover, the aim is to prevent soil pollution in the province of Vorarlberg to the greatest extent possible by
restricting to a minimum the exceptions to the prohibition on the application of sewage sludge and cesspit
contents to soil, in consideration of other public interests affected.

10. Reference to the basic texts: 

11. No

12. 

13. No 

14. No

15. Yes

16. 
TBT aspects: No  

SPS aspects: No 
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