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1. MSG 901 IND 2025 9011 NO EN 11-06-2025 NO NOTIF

2. Norway

3A. The Royal Norwegian Ministry of Trade and Industry

3B. Norwegian Maritime Authority

4.2025/9011/NO - T20T - Sea and river and navigation on inland waterways

5. Proposed Regulations of on the management of hull biofouling

6. The regulations apply to Norwegian ships and mobile installations. With the limitations resulting from

international law, the regulations also apply to foreign ships and mobile installations located in Norwegian
territorial waters, including off Svalbard

8. The proposed regulations have a broad scope and apply to the management of fouling on hulls for both
Norwegian and foreign ships and mobile offshore units located in Norway's territorial waters, including at
Svalbard and Jan Mayen. For vessels that only operate domestically, and not outside the economic zone,



not all provisions of the regulations will apply.

The main rule requires that ships and mobile offshore units arriving in Norwegian territorial waters from
locations outside the Norwegian economic zone shall not have macrofouling on their hulls. The same
requirement applies when these are in Norwegian territorial waters. The aim of the proposal is to reduce the
level of fouling that is permitted when ships and mobile units arrive in Norwegian territorial waters. The
requirement for reduced fouling permits microfouling upon arrival and operation in Norwegian territorial
waters.

The proposed regulations thus set a limit on how much fouling hulls entering Norwegian territorial waters
may contain. If a hull has macrofouling upon arrival, it must be cleaned. The regulations only require
cleaning when there is macrofouling on the hull. If there is only microfouling, the ship or unit is free to choose
how this should be handled. In such cases, the requirements of the regulations do not apply.

The regulatory proposal is based on IMO's 2023 Biofouling Guidelines for the control and management of
ships' biofouling to minimize the transfer of invasive aquatic species.

9. Biofouling on hulls has several negative consequences, and two of the most prominent consequences are
the environmental and economic ones. Biofouling on hulls is an important introduction route for harmful alien
species, and many alien species are already established in Norwegian waters today. The introduction of
alien species into new environments has been identified as a major threat to the maintenance of biological
diversity. Norway is acting to limit the harmful effects of environmental threats at sea.

It is challenging to map which harmful alien species have been introduced, and it is almost impossible to
control the introduction of the species with a high potential for damage without also controlling the harmless
species that come with them. In addition, it is often difficult to predict the extent of alien species' impact on
our environment. This means that it is important to take a precautionary approach to the problem.

We have limited knowledge of how effectively different methods for cleaning hulls in water prevent the
spread of harmful alien species. As of today, there is no accepted international standardized method for
handling the biofouling that accompanies the cleaning of hulls. This makes it challenging to set absolute
requirements for how hulls should be cleaned so that the environment is protected in the best possible way.

Despite the challenges associated with regulating fouling, there is a clear need for a regulatory framework to
deal with fouling on the hulls of ships and mobile offshore units. As of today, we have no regulations that
specifically target the prevention of the spread of alien species from international waters. Norway therefore
need a concrete regulatory framework that can help prevent the introduction and spread of alien species to
Norway via hulls.

The NMA has considered if the DTR is in conflict with relevant community regulations, and we find no

conflict. In accordance with Article 11 and 13 of the EEA Agreement, the NMA considers that the regulation
is proportionate ensuring the desired level of environmental protection with the least restrictive means.

10. References of the Basic Texts: No Basic Text exists



11. No

12.

13. No

14. No

15. Yes

16.
TBT aspects: No

SPS aspects: No
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