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4.2025/0452/CZ - C90A - Well-being of animals and pets

5. Draft Decree amending Decree No 419/2012 on the protection of experimental animals, as amended



6. protection of animals, experiment, experimental animal, animals used for scientific purposes,
administrative procedure, authorisation to breed experimental animals, authorisation to supply experimental
animals, authorisation to use experimental animals

8. In order to transpose Commission Delegated Directive (EU) 2024/1262 of 13 March 2024 amending
Directive 2010/63/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the requirements for
establishments and for the care and accommodation of animals, and as regards the methods of killing
animals, the amendment to the Decree introduces changes concerning the requirements for establishments
for the breeding, supply and use of experimental animals, for the care and accommodation of experimental
animals, and the methods of killing experimental animals. The new requirements concern the care and
accommodation of cephalopods, fish (especially zebrafish (Danio rerio)) and captive-bred songbirds, as well
as the killing of cephalopods. Provisions relating to noise and vibration and to emergency plans are being
added. For zebrafish, killing by hypothermal shock is now permitted. For rodents, on the other hand, the use
of inert gases (argon and nitrogen) for killing them is now prohibited.

The only proposed amendment to the Decree not necessitated by the transposition of the above-mentioned
Directive is that applicants for authorisation to breed experimental animals, authorisation to supply
experimental animals or authorisation to use experimental animals will be required to submit to assessors,
as part of the administrative procedure, a strategy for maintaining the health of experimental animals in
accordance with Annex 8(a)(1) to this Decree when submitting their initial application, rather than only when
submitting a subsequent application for a further period.

The draft does not contain references to national technical standards, technical documents or company
standards, nor to European standards, harmonised standards or international standards containing a
national annex, a national note or, where appropriate, a recommendation. The draft contains references to
European legislation — Directive 2024/1262/EU and Directive 2010/63/EU.

Keywords:

protection of animals, experiment, experimental animal, animals used for scientific purposes, administrative
procedure, authorisation to breed experimental animals, authorisation to supply experimental animals,
authorisation to use experimental animals

Most recent notification of the Decree: 2020/0840/CZ, most recent notification of the basic legal text (the
Animal Protection Act): 2024/0543/CZ

9. The aim of the submitted draft amendment to the Decree on the protection of experimental animals is to
transpose Commission Delegated Directive (EU) 2024/1262 of 13 March 2024 amending Directive
2010/63/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the requirements for establishments
and for the care and accommodation of animals, and as regards the methods of killing animals.

In accordance with the requirements of the Directive, the Decree is proposed to come into effect on

4 December 2026.

A new subparagraph (k) is added to § 3(1) of the Decree, which contains a requirement for applicants to also
submit to assessors a strategy for maintaining the health of experimental animals. Applicants are already
required under the Decree on the protection of experimental animals to have this strategy drawn up and to



submit it to assessors as part of the administrative procedure for granting authorisation to breed, supply or
use experimental animals. The only new element is that applicants for authorisation to breed experimental
animals, authorisation to supply experimental animals or authorisation to use experimental animals will be
required to submit to assessors, as part of the administrative procedure, a strategy for maintaining the health
of experimental animals in accordance with Annex 8(a)(1) to this Decree when submitting their initial
application, rather than only when submitting a subsequent application for a further period. The change is
introduced based on assessors' practical experience with assessing breeding, supplying and user
establishments. This new point therefore does not entail any increase in the administrative burden on
applicants.
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