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2. ltaly

3A. Ministero delle Imprese e del Made in Italy

Dipartimento Mercato e Tutela

Direzione Generale Consumatori e Mercato

Divisione Il. Normativa tecnica - Sicurezza e conformita dei prodotti, qualita prodotti e servizi
00187 Roma - Via Molise, 2

3B. Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti

Dipartimento per i trasporti e la navigazione

Direzione generale per la sicurezza stradale e I'autotrasporto

4.2026/0261/IT - B10 - Construction materials

5. Executive order of the Minister of Infrastructure and Transport setting out guidelines for the use on the
road of road safety devices for motorcyclists (RSD).

6. Protection of road verges with road safety barriers (guard-rails) and safety devices for motorcyclists.



8. The measure consists of seven articles.

Article 1. Scope and purpose

Art. 2. Performance of road safety devices for motorcyclists (RSD)

Art. 3. Application of RSDs to CE-marked road safety barriers

Art. 4. Design of installations, areas to be protected and intervention programmes
Art. 5. Installation of RSD on existing road safety barriers

Art. 6. Installation compliance

Article 7. Entry into force

9. The rationale behind the standard is to protect motorcyclists from accidents that could cause them to skid
along the roadside and collide with the posts and blades of road safety barriers; it therefore specifically
concerns road safety. The installation of protective devices for motorcyclists on the road prevents injury or
death to motorcyclists and their passengers in the circumstances described above. Motorcycle safety
devices are subjected to standard tests in accordance with UNI CEN/TS 17342:2019. To ensure that
performance is maintained, in accordance with EU Regulation No 2024/3110 of 27 November 2024, the road
barrier is retested in accordance with standard EN 1317-5 with the safety device for motorcyclists to confirm
or modify its performance. Such barriers are required on roads in the national network with a speed limit of
70 km/h or higher, where motorcyclists are particularly vulnerable, specifically:

» on dangerous bends and descents;

* on narrow sections of the carriageway;

» where there has been an evento involving a motorcyclist and a road safety barrier.

Finally, it should be noted that these measures are specific due to the large number of motorcyclists riding in
Italy, with the only comparable situations in the European Union being in Spain and Greece, where
measures to protect motorcyclists are also being adopted. Therefore, there is an objective difference in
circumstances due to the regions' topography and milder climate. The regulatory measure aims, in the
medium and long term, to reduce serious and fatal accidents involving motorcyclists on the main roads of the
national network.

9a. The risk to the public is the recurrence of serious accidents involving motorcyclists colliding with road
safety barriers, as highlighted in annual national statistical reports. This risk is particularly high on sections of
road featuring dangerous descents and bends, narrowings of the carriageway, and other circumstances such
as poor visibility and specific points of interest. The measure eliminates the most critical aspects of the
impact, allowing the motorcyclist to slide along the safety device's flat surface. This objective can be
achieved by adopting the European standard CEN/TS/17342:2019, already approved at the European
grade, and by conducting modelling assessments and tests by notified bodies that confirm the technical
validity of the adopted solution.

9b. There are no particular limitations, as road barriers are already in use on most Italian roads and, where
they are yet to be installed, tenders are open to all types available on the European Union market. Safety
devices for motorcyclists are installed on road barriers.

Furthermore, road sections, bends and dangerous descents, as well as narrowings of the carriageway where
there is a genuine hazard for the driver and passenger, especially in wet weather, are kept to a minimum.



There is no impact on cross-border trade. Road safety protection, on the other hand, applies to all European
Union citizens who ride motorcycles in Italy.

The measure adopted is the least restrictive and has a negligible impact on the internal market. In fact, the
measure adopted is limited to adjusting the road verges precisely where the most significant permanent
damage or the deaths of motorcyclists occur. Furthermore, any reduction in speed limits on the main national
road network would further congest traffic, with repercussions for the logistics supply chain and the economy
as a whole — which is already facing challenges of a different nature — and would not significantly reduce the
number of injuries and fatalities among motorcyclists.

Finally, it is noted that the measure concerns such a small proportion of the road infrastructure that it would
not result in any change to the market.

9c. In light of the above, the restrictions imposed by the measure are proportionate to the importance of the
public interest objective pursued and to the severity and frequency of the risks. There is no interference in
the internal market and no immediate harm caused by the measure, as it does not restrict the market itself.
No barriers to the internal market are introduced, as the safety device for motorcyclists represents an
additional element to road safety barrier. It should also be noted that the objective of the measure falls within
the general objective of reducing the number of deaths and injuries on the roads, a fundamental objective at
both the EU and national grades.
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