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4. 2025/9030/NO - T20T - Sea and river and navigation on inland waterways
5. Draft Regulation on Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions for Vessels in the Aquaculture Sector

6. The Regulation shall apply to work and passenger vessels with an overall length of less than 24 metres
that are operated in connection with the aquaculture industry within Norwegian territorial waters.



8. The proposed regulation establishes national requirements to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from
work and passenger vessels with an overall length of less than 24 metres that are operated in connection
with the aquaculture industry within Norwegian territorial waters.

Specifically, at least 90 percent of the energy consumed by these vessels during a calendar year shall be
derived from energy sources that do not result in direct emissions of carbon dioxide (CO) or methane
(CH).

If electricity is used to comply with the requirement, the energy shall be sourced from the electricity grid or
another zero-emission energy source.

Fuels that produce direct greenhouse gas emissions may be used only to the extent necessary to ignite
sources of energy that do not directly emit emissions of carbon dioxide or methane.

If nitrous oxide (NO) is produced during the use of energy sources that do not directly emit emissions of
carbon dioxide or methane, the vessel shall employ the best available technology to reduce such emissions.

If the energy source used to meet the requirements is a renewable fuel of non-biological origin, as defined in
Article 2(2)(36) of Directive (EU) 2018/2001, as amended by Regulation (EU) 2022/759, the energy source
shall comply with the greenhouse gas reduction requirements set out in Article 25(2) of the same Directive,
calculated in accordance with the methodology described in Regulations (EU) 2023/1184 and 2023/1185.

If the energy source used to meet the requirements is a fuel based on low-carbon hydrogen, the fuel shall
conform to the definition in Article 2(13) of Directive (EU) 2024/1788.
The Regulation is intended to enter into force during the first half of 2026.

Vessels with an overall length under 15 metres built after the entry into force of the Regulation shall comply
with the requirements from 1 January 2028.

Vessels with an overall length under 15 metres built before the entry into force of the Regulation shall,
depending on the feedback provided during the public hearing, comply with the requirements from either 1
January 2035 or 1 January 2040.

Vessels with an overall length under 24 metres built after the entry into force of the Regulation shall comply
with the requirements from 1 January 2030.

Vessels with an overall length under 24 metres built before the entry into force of the Regulation shall comply
with the requirements from 1 January 2040.

9. Under the Paris Agreement, Norway has committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by at least
55 percent by 2030 compared to national emissions in 1990. Furthermore, the Climate Change Act states
that Norway shall become a low-emission society by 2050, where total greenhouse gas emissions are to be



reduced by in the range of 90 to 95 percent relative to 1990 levels.

The proposed regulation aims to contribute to these national and international commitments by introducing
direct emission requirements for vessels operating in the aquaculture sector. The objective of such
regulation is to stimulate a comprehensive climate transition within the industry and ensure that technological
developments support the achievement of long-term climate goals.

A major barrier to large-scale electrification of aquaculture vessels is the availability of adequate charging
infrastructure. Expanding such infrastructure is expected to both enhance the utilisation of existing battery
capacity within the fleet and accelerate the transition towards zero-emission propulsion in new vessels.

It has been assessed whether the proposed Regulation conflicts with relevant EU/EEA legislation and we
have found no such conflicts. The measure is considered proportionate and consistent with Norway’s
commitments under the EEA Agreement, ensuring the desired level of environmental protection with the
least restrictive means.
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