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1. MSG 001 IND 2025 0635 EE EN 20-10-2025 EE NOTIF

2. Estonia

3A. Majandus- ja Kommunikatsiooniministeerium, aadress Suur-Ameerika 1, 10122 Tallinn
Ettevõtluskeskkonna ja tööstuse osakond, ettevõtluskeskkonna talitus, karl.stern@mkm.ee

3B. Regionaal- ja Põllumajandusministeerium, aadress Suur-Ameerika 1, 10122 Tallinn
Toiduohutuse osakond
info@agri.ee

4. 2025/0635/EE - C90A - Well-being of animals and pets

5. Veterinarian Amendment Act and Associated Acts Amendment Act

6. Traceability requirements for dogs, cats, ferrets (chipping and registration)

7. 
 



8. The Bill specifies the requirements for the traceability of pet animals, including pet animals kept for
commercial and special purposes, making the identification of dogs, cats and ferrets kept in Estonia with an
injectable electronic means of identification (hereinafter microchip) and the entry of relevant data on animals
and keepers of animals in the state register (hereinafter also registration) mandatory. A new part of the
register of pet animals and pet keepers (hereinafter referred to as ‘the national pet register’) is created for
this purpose in the register of farm animals of the Estonian Agricultural Registers and Information Board
(hereinafter ‘the ARIB’), and the register of farm animals is renamed the ‘Register of Animals’. A state fee
shall be established, which shall be paid for registering a pet in the animal register and for changing the data
in the event of a change of pet ownership. The draft specifies the procedure for the approval of a microchip
for the identification of a pet animal and the obligations and scope of responsibility of the veterinarian, the
person responsible for the keeping of stray animals in a shelter and the pet keeper for the provision and
keeping up-to-date of the data.

9. There is no uniform approach in Estonia for the marking of dogs, cats and ferrets and there is no uniform
register for recording the data of these animals and their keepers. This makes it difficult to identify the keeper
of the animals arriving at the shelter, reduces the likelihood of returning the animal to the keeper and
prolongs the time the animals stay in the shelter. This, in turn, has a negative impact on animal welfare.
There are also obstacles to cooperation between local governments (hereinafter LG) in finding a common
approach and sharing the necessary data, which means that adequate traceability of animals cannot be
guaranteed. This, in turn, increases the costs incurred by local governments in organising the capture and
keeping of stray animals, as well as the workload and animal load of shelters.

10. References to related legislation: 

11. No

12. 

13. No 

14. No

15. Yes

16. 
TBT aspects: No  

SPS aspects: No 
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