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5. Decree on the methods for calculating and communicating the environmental cost of textile products



6. This Decree shall apply to new or remanufactured textile products placed on the national market intended
for the consumer. An Order precisely determines the products concerned.

8. This Decree concerns the environmental cost of textile products, an environmental cost that consists of an
integer greater than zero, expressed as impact points. It is based on a modelling of all the environmental
impacts of the product, considered throughout its life cycle.

It is voluntarily made known to the consumer by the producer, importer, or any other marketer at the time of
purchase of the product.

This Decree establishes the definitions applicable to the environmental cost (Article R. 541-242 of the
Environmental Code), the framework of the relations between the environmental cost and the other scores
relating to one or more environmental impacts (Article R. 541-244), the methodology (Article R. 541-245), the
obligation to make information available (Article R. 541-246), the methods for presenting the environmental
cost (Article R. 541-247), the entities authorised to calculate the environmental cost (Article R. 541-248) and
the conditions for updating the calculation (Article R. 541-249).

9. France has established a ‘voluntary framed’ regulatory framework for displaying the environmental cost of
clothing, in accordance with its 2021 ‘Climate and Resilience’ National Law, thus responding to the first
request of the Citizens’ Climate Convention.

The proposed methodology builds on the PEF technical framework recommended by the European
Commission, while adding elements guided by the need to take into account the preservation of biodiversity
and water resources and the fight against fast fashion. These supplements are as follows:

- Integrate the environmental benefits of sustainable agricultural practices (e.g. organic cotton);

- Consider also the environmental impact of microfibres when they are released into the environment;

- Integrate the environmental consequences of practices leading to ‘overconsumption’ (very wide range of
products, paltry prices, etc.), thus differentiating between ultra-fast fashion clothing, ‘traditional’ brand
clothing, and ‘ethical’ brand clothing.

In the absence of a mandatory harmonised European framework, the French work is thus intended to
usefully contribute to the changes already announced in the PEF framework. With this work, France is fully in
line with the Commission’s ‘Textiles Strategy’, by proposing a concrete way of improving consumer
information on the environmental footprint, which could feed into the content of future delegated acts of the
Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation, known as ESPR.

The format proposed at the French level will highlight the environmental cost of each piece of clothing. With
this method, there are no products that are inherently ‘good’ or ‘bad’; each product has an environmental
cost that must be known to the consumer at the time of purchase. France is thus positioning environmental
labelling as an essential tool to guide consumers towards more sustainable products.
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TBT aspects:

The draft is a technical regulation or a conformity assessment

SPS aspects: No
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