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2. Austria
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3B. Bundesministerium fur Wirtschaft, Energie und Tourismus
Sektionsleitung der Sektion I

A-1010 Wien, Stubenring 1

4.2025/0704/AT - C60A - Labelling

5. Federal Act on the labelling of goods whose quantity has been reduced without a corresponding reduction
in price (Anti-Deceptive Packaging Act)

6. Food and pharmacy products



8. A legal regulation for the labelling of shrinkflation in the food and pharmacy retail sector is to be created.
The term "shrinkflation" refers to the reduction of the fill quantity or number of units of a product already on
the market while maintaining the same packaging size, without a corresponding reduction in the product
price, which leads to an increase in the price per unit. Since a price change either does not occur at all or at
least not in the same proportion as the change in fill quantity or number of units, this can constitute a hidden
price increase. Therefore, the phenomenon of "shrinkflation" inherently has a certain potential to deceive
consumers. The present draft law therefore aims to introduce a legal labelling requirement for retailers for
certain products affected by "shrinkflation". The labelling requirement applies only to goods for which there is
an obligation to display the unit price and which are offered pre-packaged.

Depending on the size of the company or business premises, retailers will be required to indicate, either on
the product itself, on the shelf, in the immediate vicinity, or via an information sign, that the goods are
affected by shrinkflation. The labelling requirement does not apply to goods offered for sale under distance
selling contracts and contracts concluded off-premises (distance and off-premises contracts).

9. In its report to the Council of Ministers on 3 September 2025, concerning "Autumn of recovery: growth,
affordable prices, and location policy measures for all", the Austrian Federal Government declared the fight
against inflation a priority. One of the measures envisaged was the creation of a legal regulation for the
labelling of shrinkflation.

10. Reference to the basic texts: No basic text available

11. No

12.

13. No

14. No

15. Yes

16.
TBT aspects: No

SPS aspects: No
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